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POISONING IS LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FROM
INJURIES IN THE U.S., AND NEARLY 9 OUT OF 10
POISONING DEATHS ARE CAUSED BY DRUGS
According to a new
report from the United States
Centers for Disease Control,
in 2008 over 41,000 people
died as a result of poisoning.
Drugs—legal and illegal—cause the vast majority of
poisoning deaths. Misuse or abuse of prescription
drugs, including opioid analgesic pain relievers, is the
primary contributor. Opioid analgesics are usually
prescribed to relieve pain and include natural and
semi-synthetic opioid analgesics such as morphine,
codeine, hydrocodone, and oxycodone; methadone, a
synthetic opioid analgesic used to treat opioid dependency as well as pain; and other synthetic opioid analgesics such as fentanyl and propoxyphene. Opium and
heroin are not included in this class of drugs.
According to the National Vital Statistics System
Mortality File, in 2008 poisoning became the leading
cause of injury death in the United States. Nearly 9 out
of 10 poisoning deaths are caused by drugs. Most
drug-poisoning deaths are accidental.
In 2008, poisoning deaths exceeded the number of
motor vehicle traffic deaths for the first time since at
least 1980. There were more than 41,000 poisoning
deaths, compared with about 38,000 motor vehicle
traffic deaths. In 2008, 89 percent of poisoning deaths
were caused by drugs. Poisoning was the leading

cause of injury death in 30 states, including New York.
More than 40 percent of 2008’s drug-poisoning
deaths involved opioid analgesics. Approximately onethird of the drug-poisoning deaths were not specified as
opioid analgesics; “drug overdose” or “multiple drug
intoxication” was written on the death certificate(s).
The largest part of 2008’s 14,800 opioid analgesics
drug-poisoning deaths involved natural and semisynthetic opioid analgesics such as morphine, hydrocodone, and oxycodone. The number of drug-poisoning deaths involving natural and semi-synthetic opioid
analgesics increased steadily each year from about
2,700 deaths in 1999 to over 9,100 deaths in 2008.
Opioid analgesics caused more drug-poisoning
deaths than heroin and cocaine. In 2008, opioid analgesics were involved in nearly 15,000 deaths; cocaine,
about 5,100 deaths; and heroin, about 3,000 deaths.
Government agencies and other organizations
achieved reductions in the number of deaths from
motor vehicle crashes in the past three decades.
Improvements in vehicle safety; reductions in speed;
improvements in roadways; increased use of seat belts
and child safety seats; and efforts to reduce drunk and
drugged driving contributed to the decline. The authors
of this study hope that by using a comprehensive
approach, it may be possible to slow the trend in
deaths from drug poisoning.

Referrals
Our practice continues to grow
through referrals from our clients
and friends. If you know
someone who has been seriously
injured or hurt in an accident,
we hope you will recommend us.
Thank you,

Gary E. Rosenberg

(718) 520-8787
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(Personal Injury Web site)
www.NY-Immigration-Attorney.com
(Immigration Web site)
What is written here is not legal advice. You should
consult your attorney before applying any of this
information to a specific situation.
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CAR VS. COMMERCIAL TRUCK
According to the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System and Motor Carrier
Management Information System, in 2008,
there were 4,006 large trucks involved in
fatal crashes and 129,653 large trucks
involved in nonfatal crashes.
If you are involved in an accident with a
commercial truck and file a personal injury
claim, you may be disheartened by the amount
of paperwork and frustration needed to file a
claim for injuries and losses.
There are several reasons that the claims
process is so much more complicated when a
car and commercial truck are involved in an
accident:
■ When a 3,000-pound car and 70,000pound truck collide, the accident is generally
severe and damages and injuries can be
staggering. In fact, a Cook County, Ill., jury

recently returned a $10 million verdict in favor
of a 72-year-old woman rendered wheelchair
dependent as a result of a car vs. truck
accident.
■ Multiple parties will likely be named.
They could include the trucking company,
its insurance company, the vehicle insurance
company, the vehicle manufacturer, and the
truck driver’s personal insurance company.
If road conditions were a factor, local
governments could also be named.
■ When commercial trucks cross state lines in
the course of business, federal laws come into
play with regard to liability and proof of
responsibility.
If you or a loved one has been injured as a
result of a commercial-vehicle accident, our
attorneys will help recover just compensation
from responsible parties to cover your losses
and injuries.
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For FREE books
and FREE reports,
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